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USK  UHBM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANIsTJAL  REPORT  OF  TE^  IvriSICAL  QBTIC-IR  QF  YTALTE,  FOR  1953.. 

TO  THE  aiAIHivIAI\T  AITP  IMvlBIIRS  OF  THE 
USIl  UBEAIT  PI STPJGT  COUNCIL. 

Ivir,  Ghainmn,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
public  health  in  Usk  Urban  District  during  1953. 

Being  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  district,  one  activities  o±  the 
Usk  Urban  District  are  mainly  concerned  ■'.■/’ith  agriculture  aiid  allied  trades. 
Those  inhabitants  who  do  not  gain  their  livelihood  in  agriculture,  are  either 
Qraplo3’'ed  (a)  in  neighbouring  tovms  or  (b)  at  the  Royal  Ordnance  Factory , 
Glascoed,  or  (c)  the  Nylon  Factory,  Pontypool. 

Health  may  be  defined  as  a "state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and 
social  well-being,  and  not  merely  the  absence  of  disease  or  infirmit^^’' . 

As  v/e  have  still  no  accurate  means  of  measuring  health  in  the  positive  sense, 
our  main  index  for  its  assessment  is  based  on  records  of  sickness  and  death. 
Prom  vital  statistics  included  later  in  this  report  and  from  ooisonal^ 
observations,  it  is  gratif^eiing  to  note  that  the  health  of  the  population  of  the 
Usk  Urban  District  continues,  on  the  whole,  to  be  very  satisfactory. 


A crude  death-rate  of  8,55  1000  population  is  the  lowest  ever 

recorded  in  the  tovra,  ''/lien  comparing  the  death-rate  of  one  place  v/ith^that  of 
another,  it  is  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  remove  the  influence  of  various 
factors,  such  as  differences  in  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  populations. 

To  do  this,  the  Registrar  General  provides  a comparability  factor  which,  when 
multiplied  Yri.th  the  crude  death-rate  provides  and  adjusted  death-rate , naqpely 
3,1  for  Usk  (an  even  lo\7er  figure).  This  rate  is  signif icant ly  lower  than  the 
death-rate  prevailing  in  the  County  of  Moiinouth shire  , and  in  nngland  and  .-[alos 
as  a whole.  Coupled  -with  this  fall  in  death-rate  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  expectation  of  life,  and  together  these  indicate  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Usk  are  healthier  and  living  longer. 


It  is  more  than  probable  that  continued  improvemoncs  in  housing  and 
social  conditions  together  with  a comparatively  high  percentage  ox  full^ 
employment  have  played  a considerable  part  in  producing  such  a la^  death-rate. 
Th^x  majority  of  deaths  arc  attributable  to  Gardio-vascular  diseases,  as  are  the 
najority  throiaghout  the  country.  Unlike  many  other  areas,  the  number  of  Cancer 
deaths  declined,  and  this  disease  did  not  feature  to  any  appreciable  extent  as 
a single  cause  of  mortality  '.vithin  the  Usk  Urban  district.  It  is  observed  that^ 
Iiifectious  Diseases  have  continued  to  play  a negligible  part  as^  a cause  of  death 
and  this  decline  of  recent  years  has  served  to  increase  the  number  of  potential 
victiiiis  to  Cardio- vascular  degenerations  and  malignancy. 
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For  another  successive  year,  the  birth-rate  in  Usk  has  increased 
appreciably,  and  new  compares  more  than  favourably  with  the  prevailing  rc^tos  in 
Monmouthshire  and  the  country  generally.  Infant  mortality  has  also  been  at  its 
lo'.TOst  ebb.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sharp  rise  in  the  still-birth  rate  is  a 
cause  for  some  anxiety,  and  it  behoves  all  concerned  with  raidvrifeiy,  especially 
the  mother  herself,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  reverse  this  larpentable  trend. 

For  many  years,  the  estimated  population  of  Usk  (l637 _ in  1953)  h^s 
iremained  relatively  static,  but  there  has  been  a gradual  change  in  its  age 
pattern,  •■flicreas  at  the  beginning  of  the  centurg^  the  population  was 
weighted  by  its  young  members,  today  the  ranxs  of  the  elderly  have  appr^eia  y 
SY7ollen.  This  has  been  due  on  thx  one  hand,  to  an  overaU.  decline  in  the 
birth-rate,  and  on  the  other,  to  advances  nB.de  in  medicine,  and  the 
improvements  brought  about  in  both  tne  physical  and  social  environment, 
fhus  the  care  of  the  aged  vd.th  its  associated  problems  demand  increasing 
public  attention.  Most  of  the  old  folk  prefer  to  live  in  their  ov;n  homes  and 
vD-th  a little  help  most  of  them  are  able  to  do  so. 
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In  these  days,  with  fov/cr  children  able  and  willin,<3  to  aid  their  aged  relatives 
adniirable  help  has  been  provided  by  the  KOiiie  Help  and  District  Nursing  Services 
SoiriO  able-bodied  elderly  folk  have  been  provided  -,rith  accomodation  in  the  Al.^ns 
Houses  at  Usk,  but,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  these  dwellings,  if  thej^  continue  to 
be  occupied,  should  be  improved  both  structurally  and  in  the  amenities  which 
they  are  sadly  lacking  at  present.  Others  are  suffering  from  chronic  illnesses 
vfiiich  can  only  be  adequatel;/  treated  in  hospital,  and  the  difficulties  in 
obtaining  hospital  acLnission  for  such  cases  emphasises  the  need  for  geriatric 
beds.  None  v/ish  to  die  young  and  fortune  is  fickle,  therefore  it  is  in  our 
o\rn  interest  to  see  that  adequate  provision  is  made  for  the  elderly, 

MATHR:H[TY  AND  CHILD  ^TSHPARD. 

The  Infant  'Telfare  Clinic  at  Usk  is  held  on  the  Thursday  of  each 
week.  Mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age  my  attend  the  Centre.  There 
is  a Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance  at  the  Clinic. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  fortnightly  intervals  and  I vm.sh 
to  stress  here  the  importance  of  early  and  regular  attendance  of  expectant 
mothers  at  the  /inte-Natal  Clinic,  so  that  an^/  depart’ox’o  from  the  norml  my  be 
detected  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  in  respect  of 
adequate  care  of  the  mothers.  Unfortunately,  too  often  many  expectant 
mothers  delay  attending  until  late  in  pregnancy.  It  is  now  the  practice  of  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  to  make  a routine  blood  exaednation  of  all  patients,  for 
detecting  venereal  diseases,  and  for  determining  the  pregnant  mother's  blood 
group.  The  educational  side  of  Ante-Natal  work  is  also  of  great  importance 
and  includes  advice  about  general  health,  rest,  diet,  sleep  and  comfort. 

In  1933  Q-  monthly  average  of  109  babies  attended  the  Infant  'Telfare 
Clinic,  ’Telfare  Food  is  obtainable  at  the  Clinic  i/ith  the  exception  of 
National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  Orange  Juice,  which  are,  up  to  date, 
available  at  the  Food  Office.  The  Infant  ’.Telfare  Clihic  has  an  important  role 
in  the  care  of  the  infant  and  young  child.  Babies  are  weighed  weekly,  and  are 
seen  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Doctor,  iiealth  education  is  stressed  and 
informal  talks  are  given  to  mothers  in  the  principles  of  hygiene  and  helltliy 
living . 

To-vards  the  end  of  1951)  the  routine  skin-te sting  of  children  under 
five  years  with  tuberculin,  v/as  introduced  at  the  Infant  ''.relfare  Clinic,  "the 
Mantoux  and  Jelly  Tests  are  employed,  Ani/  positive  reactors  are  referred  to 
the  Chest  Physician,  and  all  efforts  are  then  concentrated  in  determining  the 
source  of  infection,  This  aspect  of  Infant  'Telfare  v;ork  forms  a part  of  the 
anti-tuberculosis  scheme  in  operation  throughout  the  County  of  Monmouthshire. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  rmaunisation  against  Diphtheria 
are  also  undertaken  at  the  Clinic,  The  main  object  of  Ini.iunisation  is  to 
secure  that  each  generation  of  infants  receives  protection  at  an  early  age. 

It  is  now  recoraraended  that  an  infant  should  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
at  about  the  age  of  eight  months.  The  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in 
recent  years  is  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  a remarkable  preventive  triumph 
mainly  attributable  to  Imiaunisation,  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is 
advised  when  the  child  has  attained  the  age  of  three  months.  Since  compulsory 
vaccination  lias  been  abolished,  Usk  Urban  District,  like  the  rest  of  the 
country,  has  foiled, 7cd  the  trend  of  a decrease  in  the  numbers  vaccinated;  from 
the  public  health  point  of  view  this  is  regrettable.  Smallpox  continues  to 
occur  sporadically  in  various  parts  of  the  count rp.’’,  and  lye  are  never  free 
from  the  possibility  of  an  outbreak  of  this  disease.  Healthy  living 
conditions,  good  sanitation,  and  general  public  health  services  are  no 
substitute  for  vaccination  in  connection  -with  the  prevention  and  control  of 
Smallpox. 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  19‘4-6  came  into  o’peration. 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Im.iunisation  against  Di.pTitheria  have  been 
carried  out  free  of  cl'e.rge  both  at  the  surgeries  of  the  General  Practitioners 
and  at  the  Maternity  and  Cliild  .Welfare  Centre. 
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Great  encouragement  is  given  to  mothers  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  both  vaccination  and  immunisation 
figures  have  increased  in  1953 > ^nd  one  hopes  that  in  195h  this  improvement 
v/ill  be  maintained. 


Age  Group. 


Under  1 year, 
1 - years. 
5-14  years. 
15  years. 
Totals. 


VAGCIhhlTiai  AGADTST  SliALL-PQX. 

Numbers  Vaccinated 
in  1-952. 


8 

2 

_2 

12 


Numbers  Vaccinated 
"in  1953. 


19 

2 


_3 

24 


IlE'/iUNISATI®  miiBiST  DIHITHERIA. 


Age  Group. 


0-4  years, 
5-9  years. 

10  - 14  years. 
Totals, 


Numbers  Inrjunisod. 
in  1952. 

9 

3 

12 


Numbers  Immunised 
in  1953. 

22 

33 

55 


DQvJGILIAIg  HIP.7IFNHY  SNR^AECSo 

Under  the  re-allocation  of  the  District  Midv/ifery  Service,  on"^ 
District  Iviidwife  is  appointed  to  cover  the  Urban  District. 

DISTRICT  TRIHSING  SDR^AEGT]. 


There  is  one  District  Nurse  servir^  the  Urban  District  and  the 
surrounding  parts  of  the  Rural  District. 

H3ALTH  VISITETG. 

One  Health  Visitor  is  employed  for  routine  domiciliary  visits, 
tuberculosis  visiting,  School  inspections  (cleanliness  of  body  and  clothes) 
and  for  attending  the  Maternity  and  Child  Velfare  Clinic. 

D013STIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  County  Council  provides  a Domestic  Help  Service  for  those  cases 
yjhere  there  is  illness,  and  where  there  is  no  able  relative  to  give  the 
necessary  assistance  in  the  household. 

The  service  has  been  useful  in  providing  assistance  to  aged  persons 
and  some  cases  of  clironic  sick,  wlio  otherwise  v/ould  have  had  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital,  thereby  relieving  the  pressure  upon  hospital  accomodation. 

The  service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Area  Co:iimittee  Clerk, 

(iir.  D,  A.  Lewis).  Applicants  for  the  service  are  assessed  to  repay  the 
cost  of  the  service  in  relation  to  their  income;  persons  considered  to  be 
necessitous  receive  the  service  free  of  charge.  The  hours  allocated  to  each 
case  are  recommended  after  personal  investigation  by  the  District  Nurse, 
Midwife  or  Health  Visitor,  and  are  submitted  to  me  for  approval. 
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Cases  where  recommendation  exceeds  30  hours  a v/eek  have  to  bo  subiiimited  by  the 
Area  Cominittee  Clerk  to  the  County  Health  Coivoittco  for  investigation,  except 
laaternity  cases. 

There  are  approxiuately  32  Domestic  Helps  in  the  Area.  All  arc 
engaged  on  a Temporary  Part-time  basis.  The  number  of  cases  in  the  iirea  was 
121,  the  average  v/eekly  number  of  hours  vrorked  vjas  755. 


AJ.fflULANCS  S}1RVIGS, 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  /unbalance  Service.  The 
District  is  served  by  an  emibulance  based  at  Usk  and  ambulances  based  at  the 
Pontypool  depot  and  the  Central  Control  at  Caerleon. 

This  s^'^stem  seems  to  work  reasonably  v/ell.  Central  Control  by  the 
County  Council  aims  at  making  the  most  economic  use  -I”  ambulances  and  mutual 
assistance  betv/een  Local  Health  Authorities  avoids  as  far  as  possible 
ainbulances  running  empty. 

KE/\LTH  EmCATICN. 

The  close  of  the  19tli  Century  saw  the  Publiw  Health  environmental 
services  established  on  a reasonably  satisfactory  basis.  During  the  ].ast 
50  years,  these  have  been  improved  and  the  persona t ■"'oalth  services  developed. 
At  first,  the  importance  of  Health  Education  vms  not  fully  appreciated,  but  it 
is  now  realised  that  disease  cannot  bo  prevented  or  health  promoted  by  social 
action  alone,  there  nuist  be  full  co-operation  from  an  enligl'tcned  public. 

Today,  it  is  second  nature  for  the  a'ppropriately  trained  staff  of  a 
Health  Department,  vmether  they  be  Health  Visitors,  Home  Nurses,  Sanitarp^ 
Inspectors  or  Doctors,  to  spread  the  gospel  of  good  hygieno  and  health  living. 
Informal  talks  are  constantlj^  given  in  the  home , the  place  of  work  and  the 

clinic. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

A County  Psychiatrist  was  appointed  in  19A°  Dor  the  purpose  of  a 
Mental  Health  Service.  This  service,  in  the  No.  10  Area,  now  operates  from 
Leven  House,  The  service  is  co-ordinated  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

No  Adult  Guidance  Clinics  are  held  in  Abergavenny,  but  individual 
cases  - patients  suffering  from  early  nervous  strain,  and  who  ar^  finding 
difficulty  in  adjusting  themselves  in  their  hom.es  or  at  their  work  - are  seen 
by  Dr,  Newcombe,  the  County  Psychiatrist,  Cases  cons'! derod  too  far  advanced 
are  referred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Psychiatrist, 

hllLFARB  SERVICES. 

The  Nelfare  Officer  of  No,  10  Area  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  Usk 
Urban  District  as  regards  the  Uelfaro  Services  -which  come  v/ithin  the 
provisions  of  the  National  -^ssistanco  Act  (19M8-1951).  Cases  are  interviewed 
at  their  homes  or  at  the  Uelfare  Office,  Leve'n  Hca.se,  Abergavenny. 

VITi'U/  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres. 

655 

Population  (Estimated). 

1637 

Inhabited  Houses 
(According  to  Rate-book). 

475 

Rateable  Value. 

£9656 

Id.  Rato. 

£34 
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1953. 

Live  Births. 


Legitimate* 

Illegitiimte, 

Total. 


Total, 


M.  F. 


1953. 


Birth-rate  ) 


Usk  U.D.  County.  England  and 

'Tales. 


36 

20 

16 

per  1000, 

) 

22.6 

16.79 

15.5 

1 

1 

- 

estimated 

/ 

11 

21 

M 

population 

) 

Still-hirths, 


Legitimate. 

— ^ - 

Illegitimate, 

Total. 


k 

T 


Rate  per  ) 

1000  total  ) 97.56 

(live  and  ) 
still-hirths) 

Rate  per 

1000  population  2.4- 


0.47 


22.4 


Deaths. 


iUl  Causes. 


14 


7 7 


Death-rat-'^  ) 
per  1000  ) 

estimated  ) 
population.) 


8.55  11.58 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  = 1 (M.  - 0,  P.  - l) , 
Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy?',  Claildhirth,  Abortion  = Nil. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  = Nil. 


11.4 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) . 

Classified  9:pjC_ording  to  age  and  sex. 

Disease.  Sex.  0-4  3^rs.  '5-'9.  ~ 10-19.' ‘ 20-29.  30-39.  50  +.  Totals, 


Measles.  M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

P 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

’Tliooping  M 

9 

9 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

20 

Cough.  P 

13 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23 

Scarlet  M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fever.  P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Polio-  M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

myelitis.  P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Cerebro- 

spina.1  M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningitis  P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•M 

Erysipelas  M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

P 

— 

— 

— 

•*. 

** 

Acut  e M 

_ 

i 

- 

1 

Primry  P 

Paeumonia  M 

** 

mm 

■ 

■ 

Dysentery  M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria . M 

P 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 
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Cont  iniied 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notified.  Pulmonary  -Ml.  P 2.  Non- pulmonary  - M 0i  P 0. 

Deaths.  Pulmonary  - M 0,  P 0.  Non- pulmonary’’  - M 0.  P 0. 

INPEGTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  1953  > the  Usk  Urban  District  v/as  again  comparatively  free  from 
any  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  and  bliooping-Cough . 

The  incidence  of  Measles  has  ebbed  and  flovfed  at  intervals  of  2 years 
1955  being  an  inter-epidemic  year  in  Usk  Y/ith  only  2 notifications. 

There  v/ere  U-3  notifications  of  ’."niooping-Gough,  22  of  which  occurred 
under  the  age  of  4 years.  Both  Measles  and  Nhooping  attack  the  younger  child 
more  severely/'  and  are  more  likely  to  set  up  complications,  therefore  it  is 
T/ise  to  take  all  preventive  measures  to  dela3'-  the  age  of  infection. 

Advances  in  taerapeutic  agents  v/ith  improved  nursing  care,  in  recent 
years,  have  helped  to  loiTcr  the  fatality  from  the  diseases.  Less  overcrov^ding 
in  the  houses  through  reduction  in  family  size,  and  in  some  cases,  improved 
housing,  may  also  have  contributed  to  the  decline  in  mortality. 

Scarlet  Pever, 


There  v/ere  no  notifications  of  Scarlet  Pever  in  Usk  during  1953)  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  twm  v/as  absolutely  free  from  this  infection. 
Scarlet  Pever  is  of  such  a mild  type  nov/ada.ys  that  many  sufferers  do  not 
consult  their  doctor,  on  the  other  hand  one  questions  the  completeness  of 
notification. 


Diphtheria, 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  England  and  Pales  has  steadiljf 
declined  since-  the  national  immunisation  campaign  was  extensively  undertaken  in 
1942,  There  were  no  notifications  of  this  disease  in  Usk  in  1953 ^ but  there  is 
still  danger  - especially  if  immunisation  is  neglected.  Children  still  die 
from  Diphtheria  and  even  if  a child  does  not  die , the  illness  may  be  long  and 
painful.  The  object  of  immunisation  is  to  afford  eacli  child  v/ith  the  maximum 
degree  of  protection,  and  unless  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation  is 
maintained,  there  may  be  a return  of  Diphtheria  outbreaks.  Parents  should  see 
that  their  children  are  adequately  protected  and  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  provided, 

Polioiryelitis, 

This  disease  was  again  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  Usk. 

Gerebro- spinal  Meni ngitis . 

A small  boy  v/as  notified  as  suffering  from  Acute  fulminating  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  He  v/as  admitted  to  Hospital  and  died  a few  days  later. 

Malaria , 

The  one  case  of  Malaria  was  not  an  original  notification.  he 
patient,  a young  soldier,  had  recently  returned  from  abroad  and  had  suffered 
from  previous  attacks  of  this  disease. 

Pood- poisoning . 

In  1953 > Usk  remained  free  from  any  outbreaks  of  this  disease.  Pood 
Poisoning  would  largely  be  eliminated  if  good  kitchen  hygiene  v/as  observed  by 
all  food  handlers,  and  only  freshly- cooked  food  served  at  all  times.  Pe  have 
been  fortunate  that  there  has  been  no  largo  outbreak  of  this  disease  in  the 
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Continued. 


town  of  recent  years. 
Tuberculo  sis. 


■,/ith  the  exception  of  the  war  years,  inortalitj'^  from  'tuberculosis  in 
England  and  pralos  has  steadily  declined  since  the  end  of  the  last  Century. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  registered  in  Usk  during  1953.  There 
were  only  3 notifications,  one  of  vdiom  v/as  an  inv/ard  transfer  from  another 
district , and  is  noi/  back  o.t  \7ork.  The  other  tv/o  cases  v/ere  admitted  to 
hospital,  one  has  since  been  discharged  much  improved,  the  other  is  still 
undergoing  treatment. 

On  receipt  oi  notificatioins,  both  cases  and  family  contacts  are 
interviewed  . >Most  contacts  arc  anxious  to  co-oTJcrate  in  the  prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  and  arc  then^ X-rayed  at  a Chest  Clinic  or  by  a Mass  Radiography 
Unit.  The  latter  ■ visited  Usk  last  in  1952,  and  it  is  regretted  tliat  visits 
cannot  be  made  more  often.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Unit  will  again  visit  the 
district  in  thC'  near  future.  It  is  gratif^^ing  to  note  that  there  appears  to 
have  been  a marked  decrease  in  the  waiting  period  for  admission  of  tubercvilous 
cases  to  hospital. 


The  decline  in  both  moi'bidity  and  mortality  from  Tuberculdsis  of 
recent  years  is  largely-  attributable  to  the  admirable  work  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  ug\7  methods  of  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  An  appreciable 
part  has  also ^ been  played  by  the  improvement  in  housing,  the  rise  in  the 
standard  of  living  and  in  the  better  education  of  the  population,  both 
generally  and  in  the  prevention  of  this  disease. 


I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

S.M.R. Harvey,  H,B. , B.Gh. , D.P.K. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7. 


f, 

‘S)j  . V A ' ’•■*'•  s:v  " ■ • ■ • 

• ■■'•...•,)•;  - ■ Wiwi  '"i'  '■  <■..  .H 

<•? : , , . Vi.  ■ ■■■•  •■'  !t-  *:  .A'- 

: ".A'-o ' A V'  -i-.n-.f  i.'..  '• 


. i'",;.  j'n;,  fi"  ■ ■■  'J  .!>  *i- 

"\k.  r.r'.,  •.frfij.  ;:i  cJ '/i 

'vi IT.':.'/',  f,  ‘\'H  ‘iO  I'j''  .LI'"''  V'.'  ''i 

;••*'•  „ii'V  .j-.HJ ,.’  ■ ••  •'.£  r £i':* 

■. .«L“  ‘ i ' ‘r'l  ’ v ■•L' 

'.  /*'  I..''  1-'  ■ ‘ ' iV  a'  ^ : ji  i 


iL 


I.r."  'L'. 


-A  It  • <tt»j||P, . til  i 


USK  UR3AN  DISTRICT  COir^CIL 


Sessions  House, 
USK Ivion , 

September  1954. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  ^"embers  of  the 
Usk  Urban  District  Coancil. 


nr.  Chairman,  nadam.  Gentlemen, 

I bog  to  submit  my  Annual  heport  f , the  work  carried  out  in  th 
district  during  the  y^c^ar  1953. 

INSPECTIONS. 


Houses  . . . . , . , , , . , . 

Re-inspections  ..  ,, 

Schools  . 

Nuisances  ..  ..  ,.  ,.  ..  .. 

Daxries  ..  ..  •«  ..  #.  ••  .. 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 
Factories  and  forkshops. 

Na ter  Supplies  

Disinfections  

Disinfestations  (H9dent  Control)*, 
nisce llane ous . 


HOUSING. 


52 

46 

18 

46 

17 

125 

71 

12 

1 

174 

15 

578 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  ^^ear:- 


(1)  (a)  Total  nuraboi  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 
defects  during  the  7foar  (under  Public  Health 
Housing  nets) 

(b)  Humber  of  insp  ections  made  for  the  purpose 

(ii)(a)  Number  of  dwellings  (included  under  sub 

head  (1)  abov^) ) vi/hich  vver  j insp<--;ctjd  and 
r:corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ..  ..  # 


(b)  Humber  of  inspections  mado  for  the  purpose. 


(iii) 


(iv) 


2. 


Number  of  dv/ollings  found  to  hi  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
b.j  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  dwellings  (oxclusiva  of  th.;se 
referred  to  und^r  the  precjoding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  r-ospects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

Remod77  of  defects  during  the  7/’ear  without 
service  of  formal  notices :- 


52 

52 


34 


34 


nil 


27 


Number  of  defective  dv^/ellings  r-jnd^red  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  -Oocal 
Authoritv  Officers  ..  ..  *.  ..  *. 

• • 21 

3. 

iiction  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

('i  ) 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9^  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  net,  1936  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ,.  ,. 

, . nil 

(b) 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  -“^ealth  ncts;- 

• 

(i) 

Number  of  d 'welling  houses  in  r'Sspect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,. 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  aft^er  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

(a)  3y  Owners  

. . 6 

(b)  3y  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

. . nil 

(C) 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

* 

( i ) 

Number  of  dwelling  hous-js  in  respect  of  'which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

. . nil 

(ii) 

Number  'Of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Dem.olition  Orders 

OVERCKOADING. 

The  erection  of  Council  houses  together  vi,dth  houses  erected  by 
wrison  Comm.issionors  and  private  enterprise  has  considerably  eased 
overcrow'd  ing . 

Such 

overcr ovifding  as  still  exists  is  of  a very  minor 

character 

only. 


HOUSING  REIN.IRS. 


The  position  relating  t o housing  repairs  hfi  s vastly/  irnprovjG 
and  apa-'^t  from  thj  question  of  rising  costs  little  difficulty  is 
being  experienced. 

POST  niR  HOUSING. 

The  site  at  honrnouth  Road  has  now^  been  full^^  developed  and 
contains  52  Council  houses  and  18  houses  built  by  the  Prison  Commissioners 
The  Commissioners  are  proceeding  with  the  erjction  of  a further  two 
hou  ses . 

There  is  need  for  further  houses  in  the  Town  and  the  Council  are 
proceeding  with  the  acquisition  of  land  for  th  i erection  of  both 
Local  Authorit;,^  and  Privatj  dwellings. 

The  erection  of  private  dwellings  is  proceeding  slowly  but 
up  to  the  present  some  39  private  dwellings  have  bec^n  erected. 

C i-i  ft  ^ i Vi  i H S . 

Ho  caravans  were  stationed  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  only  ground  now  used  for  caravan  purposes  is  the  iViaiket  *^round 
■which  is  used  solely  for  the  accomodation  of  caravans  during  the  ennual 
Trinity  Fair.  -vater  supply  and  Sanitary  -icc omoda tion  is  provided 
and  sanitar^T-  conditions  are  most  satisfactory. 
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Ths  ground  is  not  used  for  ordinary  caravan  or  campinp: 
purposes. 

SCHOOLS. 

Sanitation  and  watei*  supply  to  the  sbhools  are  satisfactory  , 
The  schools  are  frequently  visited  and  the  conveniences  found  to  be 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 


SUPPLY. 

The  Tovm  is  served  by  the  Pontypool  Gas  & .tater  Corapan^^'s  vvater 
Undertaking  and  vvith  the  exception  of  eight  houses  which  are  distant 
from  the  mains  aTl  houses  have  a piped  supply  from  the  mains. 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  completing  a water  su^-^ply  scheme 
to  their  adjacent  Parish  of  Gwehelog  and  this' scheme  vdll  make  it 
possible  for  a further  five  houses  to  have  a mains  supply. 

Eight  samples  of  water  were  taxen  from  the  public  supply  during 
the  year,  all  being  found  satisfactory.  There  was  still  a tendency 
to  over  chlorinate  the  water  at  infrequent  short  periods. 

SET  AGE  DISPOSAL . 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  area  a^-e.  c onnected  to  the  Town 
Sewers  and  ths  sewage  is  at  present  being  dealt  with  by  means  of  a 
settlement  tank  and  sludge  lagoons  and  the  effluent  discharging  b;/ 
means  of  soakaways  to  the  River  '^sk. 

The  construction  of  ths  new  sewei'age  and  sewage  disposal  works 
is  proceeding  slowly  but  due  to  extremely  slow  progress  with  the  ’work 
it  is  not  anticipated  that  completion  ’will  be  experienced  before  the 
end  of  the  present  year. 

The  new  scheme  provides  for  an  increase  in  population  up  to 
2500  and  in  addition  to  the  houses  provided  for  b^/  the  old  works  will 
ta xe  the  drainage  of  72  houses  at  the  Council's  Housing  Estate  and  also 
those  houses  in  the  lower  part  of  ths  To\wn  v^hich  are  now  draining  to 
septic  tanks. 

The  temporary  Disposal  vorks  now  dealing  with  the  sewaye  from 
the  Council's  Housing  Estate  will  be  dispensed  with  when  the  new  works 
are  put  into  operation. 

REFIT  SB  DISC  ISA L. 

Refuse  is  colltscted  at  weekly  intervals  and  is  disposed  of 
at  a suitable  site  outside  the  Town.  The  tip  is  frequently  inspected 
for  nuisance  and  rat  infestation. 

Permissions  were  obtained  to  the  usage  of  a site  at  the  new 
sewage  disposal  w^orks  for  purpose  of  tipping  and  brought  into  use 
in  June  of  this  7/ear. 


disinfestation  . 


The  sewers  are  treated  and  inspected  as  often  as  is  required 
and  infestation  is  on  a vary/-  minor  scale. 

Such  premises  as  were  found  to  be  infested  were  immediately/* 
dealt  with  but  infestations  vvere  of  a very/'  minor  degree. 

The  refuse  tip  is  frequently/"  treated  and  infestation  kept  at  a 
minimum. 


f i 
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F. 3 OP SHOPS. 

All  Poodshops  are  regalgrly  Inspected  as  also  were  the  bakehouses 
and  restaurants. 

All  are  provided  with  suitable  sanitary  — o'  o'ation  and  washin- 
facilities.  ^ 


Such  foods  as  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  surrendered. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  eight  tins  of  various  foodstuffs,  50  lbs 
of  beef,  24  lbs  of  sausage  and  401bs  of  cheese  -were  c ondemn.^d ' a s u>^fit 
for  consumption  during  the  year. 

MILK  DISTIKBUTORS  AHD  DAIRY  PKSiViISES . 

Particulars  of  dairies  and  dairy  premises  on  the  hen-isters  at 
31st  December  1953: 


Dairies .,2 

Milk  Distributors 4. 

One  retailer  was  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  milk  and  one  dis"--''’  ■'tor 
to  sell  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  and  T.T.  milk. 

There  are  no  pasteurising  or  sterilising  plants  in  the  area. 

The  two  dairies  and  the  vehicles  of  the  distributors  are  inspected 

regularly  and  the  samples  of  milk  taken  were  found  to  bd  of  the  standards 
required. 


FACTORIES  ACTS. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  (Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises.  ■ 

IT  umber 
on 

Register. 

j 

i — 

Number 

o 

1 Inspec  tions I 

j 1 

1 ) 

■"/rltten 
N ot ices . 

Occupiers 
Prosecuted . 

i 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4, 6,: 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

4 

1 — i 
1 — { 

1 

nil 

t 

! 

nil  i 

1 
1 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  above 
in  \which  Section 
7 is  enforced  b-':^ 

L.A. 

7 



31 

l 

1 

! 

nil  i 

j 

— i 

1 

i 

nil  ; 

i 

i 

(iii) 

Other  premises 
in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  bv 

L.A. 

5 

1 

29 

j 

nil  1 

1 

1 

nil  ! 

1 

Tota  1 

i 

16  ■ 
( 

f- 

71 

j 

1 

nil  [ 

nil 

1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


i 

Particulars.  i Number  of  defects 


; Found  iReraedied  i Referred  ; Prosec- 

i ' 'to  by  ' utions, 

1 i H . ivi . I . H , M , I .! 


vVant  of  Cleanliness  (3.1.)... 

- 

_ 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

‘ 

- 

Unresonable  Temperature 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inefective  drainage  of  Floors 

~ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7). 

i 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

- 

j 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes.. 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outv;ork 

- 

_ 

- 

Total. 

2 

2 

- 

I am,  iviadara  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Cyril  Morgan. 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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